VALERIE BANDSTRA, ANNE '~^~M/n 
BANDSTRA, RYAN BANDSTRA, and CASE No. LACV 09467% * / 

JASON BANDSTRA. " 0. . c 



Plaintiffs. 



IN THE IOWA DISTRICT COURT FOR MARION COUNTY 




v. 



PATRICK EDOUARD, COVENANT 
REFORMED CHURCH, UNITED 



ANSWER TO EDOUARD' S 
COUNTERCLAIM 



REFORMED CHURCHES IN NORTH 
AMERICA, CLARENCE HETTINGA, 
ARNOLD VAN DONSELAAR, NORMAN 
VAN MERSBERGEN, WILLIAM 
HARTMAN. BOARD OF ELDERS OF 
COVENANT REFORMED CHURCH, 

Defendants. 



COMES NOW Valeric Bandstra, Anne Bandstra, Ryan Bandstra, and Jason Bandstra, by 
and through their attorney, and for its Answer to Defendant Edouard's Counterclaim, and states 
the following: 

121. Paragraph 1 2 1 does not require a response. 

122. Plaintiff Valerie Bandstra denies that the relationship was consensual but admits 



to the time period. 



123. 



Plaintiffs deny the allegations in Paragraph 123. 



124. 



Plaintiff Valeria Bandstra denies the allegations in Paragraph 124. 



125. 



Plaintiff Anne Bandstra denies that the relationship was consensual but admits to 



the time period. 



126. 



Plaintiff Anne Bandstra denies the allegations in Paragraph 126. 



127. 



Plaintiffs deny the allegations in Paragraph 127. 
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128. Plaintiff Anne Bandstra admits that her husband discovered the inappropriate 
relationship. 

129. Plaintiff Valeria Bandstra admits the allegations in Paragraph 1 29. 

1 30. Plaintiff Valerie Bandstra admits that her husband discovered the inappropriate 
relationship. 

131. Plaintiffs Valeria Bandstra and Jason Bandstra deny the allegations in Paragraph 
131. 

132. Plaintiff Valerie Bandstra denies the allegations in Paragraph 132. 

133. Plaintiffs deny the allegations in Paragraph 133 for lack of knowledge. 
COUNT I: DEFAMATION (LIBEL & SLANDER) AGAINST VALERIE BANDSTRA 

142. Paragraph 142 does not require a response. 

143. Plaintiff Valerie Bandstra admits the allegations in Paragraph 143. 

144. Plaintiff Valerie Bandstra admits the allegations in Paragraph 144. 

145. Plaintiff Valerie Bandstra admits the allegations in Paragraph 145. 

146. Plaintiff Valerie Bandstra admits the allegations in Paragraph 146. 

147. Plaintiff Valeric Bandstra admits the allegations in Paragraph 147. 

148. Plaintiff Valerie Bandstra denies the allegations in Paragraph 148. 

149. Plaintiff Valerie Bandstra admits that she made the statements but denies that they 
were false. 

150. Plaintiff Valeria Bandstra denies the allegations in Paragraph 150 

151. Plaintiff Valeria Bandstra admits that the claims were republished, but denies that 
they were false. 

152. Plaintiff Valerie Bandstra denies that the statements republished were false. 
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1 53. Plaintiff Valeria Bandstra denies the allegations in Paragraph 1 53. 

1 54. Plaintiff Valerie Bandstra denies the allegations in Paragraph 1 54. 

1 55. Plaintiff Valerie Bandstra denies the allegations in Paragraph 155. 

156. Plaintiff Valerie Bandstra denies the allegations in Paragraph 1 56. 

157. Plaintiff Valerie Bandstra denies the allegations in Paragraph 157. 

1 58. Plaintiff Valeria Bandstra denies the allegations in Paragraph 1 58 for lack of 
knowledge. 

159. Plaintiff Valerie Bandstra denies the allegations in Paragraph 1 59. 

1 60. Only actual, compensatory, and punitive damages are allowed under Iowa law 
and Plaintiff denies that Defendant is entitled to any damages. 

161. Plaintiff Valerie Bandstra denies the allegations in Paragraph 161. 



WHEREFORE Plaintiff Valerie Bandstra respectfully requests the court dismiss Defendant 
Edouard's Counterclaim Count I against Plaintiff Valeria Bandstra at Defendant Edouard's cost. 
COUNT II: MALICIOUS PROSECUTION AGAINST VALERIE BANDSTRA 



1 62. Paragraph 1 62 does not require a response. 

163. Plaintiff Valerie Bandstra admits the allegations in Paragraph 163. 

164. Plaintiff Valerie Bandstra admits the allegations in Paragraph 1 64. 

165. Plaintiff Valerie Bandstra admits the allegations in Paragraph 165. 

166. Plaintiff Valerie Bandstra denies the allegations in Paragraph 166. 

1 67. Plaintiff Valerie Bandstra denies the allegations in Paragraph 1 67. 

1 68. Plaintiff Valerie Bandstra denies the allegations in Paragraph 1 68. 
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WHEREFORE Plaintiff Valerie Bandslra respectfully request the court to dismiss 
Defendant Edouard's Counterclaim Count II against Plaintiff Valeria Bandstra at Defendant 
Edouard's cost. 

COUNT III: A BUSE OF PROCESS AGAINST VALERIE BANDSTRA 

1 69. Paragraph 1 69 does not require a response. 

1 70. Plaintiff Valerie Bandstra admits the allegations in Paragraph 1 70. 

171. Plaintiff Valerie Bandstra admits the allegations in Paragraph 171. 

1 72. Plaintiff Valerie Bandstra denies the allegations in Paragraph 1 72. 

1 73. Plaintiff Valeric Bandstra denies the allegations in Paragraph 173. 
WHEREFORE Plaintiff Valerie Bandstra respectfully requests the court dismiss 

Defendant Edouard's Counterclaim Count III against Plaintiff Valeria Bandstra at Defendant 
Edouard's cost. 

COUNT IV: LIBEL AGAINST RYAN BANDSTRA 

174. Paragraph 174 does not require a response. 

1 75. Plaintiff Ryan Bandstra denies the allegations in Paragraph 1 75. 

176. Plaintiff Ryan Bandstra denies the allegations in Paragraph 176. 

177. Plaintiff Ryan Bandstra denies the allegations in Paragraph 177. 

178. Plaintiff Ryan Bandstra admits the allegations in Paragraph 178. 

179. Plaintiff Ryan Bandstra admits that he produced the list to one person. Plaintiff 
Ryan Bandstra gave one copy to Church Elder Clarence Hettinga. Hettinga 
subsequently republished the list. 

1 80. Plaintiff Ryan Bandstra denies the allegations in Paragraph 1 80. 

181. Plaintiff Ryan Bandstra denies the allegations in Paragraph 181. 
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182. Plaintiff Ryan Bandstra denies the allegations in Paragraph 182. 

183. Plaintiff Ryan Bandstra denies the allegations in Paragraph 183. 

1 84. Plaintiff Ryan Bandstra denies the allegations in Paragraph 1 84. 
WHEREFORE Plaintiff Ryan Bandstra respectfully requests the court dismiss Defendant 

Edouard's Counterclaim Count IV against Plaintiff Ryan Bandstra at Defendant Edouard's cost. 

COUNT V: INTENTIONAL INFLICTION OF EMOTIONAL DISTRESS AGAINST 

ALL PLAINTIFFS 

1 85. Paragraph 1 85 does not require a response. 

1 86. Plaintiffs deny the allegations in Paragraph 1 86. 

1 87. Plaintiffs Ryan Bandstra and Jason Bandstra deny the allegations in Paragraph 
187. 

1 88. Plaintiff Ryan Bandstra admits the allegations in Paragraph 1 88. 

1 89. Plaintiffs deny the allegations in Paragraph 1 89 for lack of knowledge. 

1 90. Plaintiff Ryan Bandstra admits the allegations in Paragraph 1 90. 

191. Plaintiffs deny the allegations in Paragraph 191 for lack of knowledge. 

192. Plaintiff Anne Bandstra made the statements in good faith and denies the 
remainder the allegations for lack of knowledge. 

193. Plaintiffs deny the allegations in Paragraph 193 for lack of knowledge. 

194. Plaintiffs deny the allegations in Paragraph 194 for lack of knowledge. 

195. Plaintiffs deny the allegations in Paragraph 195 for lack of knowledge. 

196. Plaintiffs deny the allegations in Paragraph 196 for lack of knowledge. 

197. Plaintiffs deny the allegations in Paragraph 197 for lack of knowledge. 

198. Plaintiffs deny the allegations in Paragraph 198 for lack of knowledge. 

199. Plaintiffs deny the allegations in Paragraph 199 for lack of knowledge. 
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Plaintiffs deny the allegations in Paragraph 200 for lack of knowledge. 
Plaintiffs admit that they expressed their disappointment with Defendant Arnold 
Van Donselaar but deny that they threatened him. 

Plaintiff Ryan Bandstra admits that on December 21, 201 1 he had a shotgun but 
denies that he threatened to kill Anne Bandstra, Valeria Bandstra, or any other 
person. 



203. Plaintiff Valerie Bandstra denies the allegations in Paragraph 203. 

204. Plaintiffs deny the allegations in Paragraph 204. 

205. Plaintiffs deny the allegations in Paragraph 205. 

206. Plaintiffs deny the allegations in Paragraph 206. 

207. Plaintiffs deny the allegations in Paragraph 207. 



WHEREFORE Plaintiffs respectfully request the court dismiss Defendant Edouard's 
Counterclaim Count V against Plaintiffs at Defendant Edouard's cost. 



COUNT VI: ASSAULT AGAINST RYAN BANDSTRA 

208. Paragraph 208 does not require a response. 

209. Plaintiff Ryan Bandstra denies the allegations in Paragraph 209. 

210. Plaintiff Ryan Bandstra denies the allegations in Paragraph 210. 

211. Plaintiff Ryan Bandstra denies the allegations in Paragraph 211. 

212. Plaintiff Ryan Bandstra denies the allegations in Paragraph 212. 



WHEREFORE Plaintiff Ryan Bandstra respectfully requests the court dismiss Defendant 
Edouard's Counterclaim Count VI against Plaintiff Ryan Bandstra at Defendant F.douard's cost. 
COUNT VII: SLANDER AGAINST ANNE BANDSTRA 
213. Paragraph 2 1 3 does not require a response. 
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214. Plaintiff Anne Bandstra admits the allegations in Paragraph 214. 

215. Plaintiff Anne Bandstra admits that she made the report, but further states that she 
made the report in good faith. 

2 1 6. Plaintiff Anne Bandstra admits that she made the report, but further states that she 
made the report in good faith. 

217. Plaintiff Anne Bandstra denies the allegations in Paragraph 217. 

218. Plaintiff Anne Bandstra denies the allegations in Paragraph 218. 

219. Plaintiff Anne Bandstra denies the allegations in Paragraph 219. 

220. Plaintiff Anne Bandstra denies the allegations in Paragraph 220. 

221. Plaintiff Anne Bandstra denies the allegations in Paragraph 221. 

222. Plaintiff Anne Bandstra denies the allegations in Paragraph 222. 

223. Only actual, compensatory, and punitive damages are allowed under Iowa law 
and Plaintiff denies Defendant is entitled to any damages. 

224. Plaintiff Anne Bandstra denies the allegations in Paragraph 224. 



WHEREFORE Plaintiff Ryan Bandstra respectfully requests the court dismiss Defendant 
Edouard's Counterclaim Count VI against Plaintiff Ryan Bandstra at Defendant Edouard's cost. 

AFFIRMATIVE AND OTHER DEFENSES 

1 . Defendant Edouard has failed to state a claim upon which relief may be granted. 

2. Defendant Edouard's claims may be barred by the doctrines of estoppel, laches, 
standing, waiver and other equitable doctrines as discovery may establish. 

3. Defendant Edouard's claims may be subject to comparative fault under Iowa 
Code Section 668. 

4. Defendant Edouard's claims may be barred by the statue of limitations. 
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Defendant Edouard may have failed to mitigate his damages and, therefore, any 
recovery by Defendant Edouard should not include any loss which Defendant 
could have prevent by reasonable care and diligence. 

Defendant Edouard's actions may bar the relief sought by Defendant under the 
equitable doctrine of unclean hands. 

Defendant Edouard's claims for libel and slander against Plaintiff are barred 
because the statements are substantially true. 

Defendant Edouard's claims for libel and slander against Plaintiff are barred 
because the statements were made in good faith, without malice, or under a 
mistake as to the facts. 

Defendant Edouard's claims for libel and slander against Plaintiff are barred 
because the statements were expressions of opinion. 

Defendant Edouard's claims for libel and slander against Plaintiff are barred 

because the statements are related to a matter of public concern. 

Defendant Edouard's claims for libel and slander against Plaintiff are barred as 

Defendant Edouard is libel-proof in that his reputation, as a result of his own 

actions, was already so poor that Plaintiffs statements caused no appreciable 

damage. 

Plaintiffs statements to the Department of Human Services, Police, and other 
authorities are protected by a qualified privilege. 

Defendant Edouard's claim of malicious prosecution is barred as Plaintiffs did not 
act with malice. 
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Defendant Edouard's claim of malicious prosecution is barred as Plaintiffs acted 
with probable cause. 

Defendant Edouard's claim of malicious prosecution is barred as Defendant 
Edouard was found guilty of five counts of sexual exploitation by counselor or 
therapist. 

Defendant Edouard's claim of abuse of process should be dismissed as Plaintiffs 
had a good faith belief in truth of their statements and the process was used for its 
intended purpose. 



Counterclaims to assert such affirmative defenses as may become available 
through discovery. 

WHEREFORE, Plaintiffs request that Defendant Edouard's Counterclaims be dismissed at 



17. 



Plaintiffs reserve the right to amend their Answer to Defendant Edouard's 



Defendant's cost. 



JURY DEMAND 



Plaintiffs demand a jury trial on all issues in this action. 




ROXANNE BARTON'CONLIN (AT0001642) 
ROXANNE CONCTN & ASSOCIATES, P.C. 
3 1 9 Seventh Street, Suite 600 
Des Moines, IA 50309 
Phone: (515) 283-1 1 1 1; Fax: (515)282-0477 
Email: rox law@aoj .com . 



• <3 u.a Man 

[J I I:r.d Ddivared 
□ certified Mali 




□ FAX 

□ Overnight Courier 

□ Other: 



cc: lda@roxanneconlinlaw.com 
ATTORNEYS FOR PLAINTIFFS 



Original filed. 
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Copies to: 



ANGELA L. CAMPBELL AT# 0009086 
DICKEY & CAMPBELL LAW FIRM, P.L.C. 
301 E. Walnut St., Suite 1 
Des Moines, Iowa 50309 
PHONE: 515.288.5008 
FAX: 515.288.5010 

E-MAIL: anuela@dickeycampbel 1 .com 

ATTORNEYS FOR DEFENDANT EDOUARD 

MITCHELL KUNERT AND MICHAEL THRALL 
NYEMASTER GOODE, PC 
700 Walnut St.. Suite 1600 
Des Moines, IA 50309 
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